Conversion TACTICS

The airy, double-height room created by transforming an old Buckinghamshire barn into

akitchen and dining area presented design challenges as well as exciting opportunities
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CONVERTING A DERELICT 400-year-old
barn next to her home in Buckinghamshire
gave Bridie Carey the opportunity to create
a kitchen from scratch, with an adjoining
living-dining area. This new space is linked
to the original cottage by a part-glazed
walkway that now forms an entrance hall
to both buildings. The entire project took 18
months, during which time all the building’s
woodwork was restored and preserved.
The dramatic timber-roof structure is now
a major design feature of the kitchen: the
biggest challenge was to make the most of
this soaring, double-height room, while also
making it welcoming and comfortable. With
advice from her daughter Fiona O'Donnell,
Bridie commissioned Oxfordshire-based
Cotteswood to design a layout that would
suit the barn’s original character.
Underfloor heating was installed beneath
pale limestone tiles to provide the vast, airy
interior with added warmth. A large island
unit houses a second sink, a small oven (for
when the Aga is not in use) and storage under
its circular worktop. The kitchen table and
chairs are at one end of the room, which is
divided from the more formal dining and
living area beyond by glazed double doors
that can be opened to create a sociable space.
The kitchen also contains many bespoke
features, such as a row of tall, Shaker-style
larders with doors that fold back to reveal
an oak-lined storage system including spice
racks and pockets for everyday supplies, as
well as slide-out recycling containers hidden
behind a false cupboard door beneath the
granite worksurface. Some drawers have
pegs that can be arranged to keep pieces of
crockery in place. All the worksurfaces have
soft-rolled edges rather than sharp ones to
make it safer for the grandchildren, who
often gather in this family-friendly room. >

LEFT Double doors between the kitchen
and more formal dining room beyond can
be opened to create a large, sociable space.
RIGHT An arrangement of moveable pegs

in a drawer keeps crockery firmly in place
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